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Essential Doctrine
The Word of God: We affirm that the Bible, contained in both Old and New Testaments, is the complete, revealed and authoritative Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the original manuscripts.  Its origin is divine being written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  While still using the individual personalities of the human authors, the Spirit superintended them to insure that they wrote precisely what He wanted written, without error or omission.  We believe that God’s Word is wholly sufficient as revelation and it alone, has supreme authority in all matters of faith and practice.  Psalm 119:39; Romans 15:4; I Corinthians 10:11; II Timothy 2:15, 3:15-17; I Peter 1:23-25; II Peter 1:21 

We deny any view or approach that diminishes or rejects the divine, infallible authority of the Bible; which sets up human reason, experience or tradition as independent authorities not subject to the Bible or which undermines or de-emphasizes the Bible’s complete sufficiency for all matters of life and godliness.  We deny that the Scriptures receive their authority from the church, tradition, or any other human source.   We deny that inspiration can be reduced to human insight or to heightened states of consciousness of any kind.  
The Trinity: We affirm that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons- Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  These Three, being one in essence, are co-equal in every divine perfection, co-eternal, co-substantial, and co-existing; executing distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence, and redemption.  Genesis 1:1, 26; Deuteronomy 6:4; Matthew. 3:16,17; 28:19; John 5:18; Acts 5:3 & 4; Romans 1:20; Philippians 2:6. 
We deny that there is any other deity than the one triune God of the Bible.  We reject any anti-trinitarian view which diminishes the divinity of the Father, Son or Holy Spirit. 
God the Father: We affirm that there is only one true and living God, the Father and Creator of heaven and earth, an infinite personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power, love and knowledge.  We believe that He is unchangeable in His being, all glorious in His nature, and absolutely sovereign over creation, providence and redemption.  He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men, in that He hears and answers prayer, and in that He saves from sin and eternal death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ.  Genesis 1:1; Deuteronomy. 6:1-6; Psalm 115:3; 145:5; Matthew 6:9-13; John 3:16; 4:24; 5:26; 17:11; 17:25; Romans 8:33. 

We deny any notion of God which makes Him non-personal, limited, finite, or temporal; that makes Him one with the created order, or that makes Him utterly transcendent and unknowable.
Jesus Christ: We affirm that Jesus Christ is fully God and fully man, God's only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit.  We believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles, and teachings. We believe in His substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and personal visible return to earth. Genesis 3:15; Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:34, 35; John 1:1; 3:16; 11:25; Acts 1:3; 1:9; 16:31; Romans 5:11; I Thessalonians 4:15-17; I Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 1:8; 7:25; 10:12; I Peter 2:22; I John 3:5; Revelation 1:7. 
We deny any view that diminishes the full deity or full humanity of Christ or that makes Him any less than the Messiah of Israel, the Lamb of God, the perfect, all-sufficient and only acceptable atoning sacrifice for sin.  We deny any view which states that Christ was not the eternal Son of God, but a created being.
The Holy Spirit: We affirm that the Holy Spirit came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, seal, and empower all believers.  We believe that the Holy Spirit fully indwells every believer in Christ at conversion, sovereignly bestows spiritual gifts to such believers, and continuing as an abiding helper, teacher, and guide. John 3:3-7; 14:17; 16:8, 13; Acts 5:1-4; Romans 8:1-17; 15:16; I Corinthians 2:12; 3:16; Ephesians 5:18;  Titus 3:5; I Peter 1:22; I John 2:27. 

We deny any view of the Spirit that is non-personal, mystical or detached from the Godhead.
Man: We believe that all people are created by God in His image, to glorify Him forever. As an image bearers, each human being has inherent worth and dignity from the time of conception.  However, because the first couple, Adam and Eve disobeyed God's command when tested, they and all people since are alienated from God and are sinners by both nature and choice.  Because God is Holy and cannot tolerate sin, all people are dead in sin, under condemnation and unable to save themselves or remedy their condition.  Genesis 1:26; Psalms 51:5; Matthew 5:16; Romans 3:10-23; 5:12; 15:6, Revelation 4:11. 

We deny any view that human beings evolved from or are genetically derived from lower forms of life.  We reject any view that human beings can redeem themselves or that man can be perfected by natural or human agencies alone.
Salvation: We affirm human beings are saved by God’s sovereign grace alone; that salvation is a gift of God’s through faith in the finished work on the cross of His Son, Jesus Christ.  Christ shed His blood to accomplish justification through faith, propitiation to God, redemption from sin, and reconciliation of man.  This gift is offered freely to all who repent of their sins and trust Christ fully.  At the moment of conversion the sinner is freed from condemnation and transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of God’s beloved Son.  We believe that all true believers are eternally secure, kept by God’s power and sealed in Christ forever.  We believe that salvation is not only a past event (justification- saved from the penalty of sin), but also a present reality (sanctification- saved from the power of sin), and a future hope (glorification- saved from the presence of sin). Those who refuse to repent and believe remain under the judgment of God.  John 1:12; 3:18; 6:37-40; 10:27-30; 14:6; Acts 3:19; Acts 13:39; Romans 8:1, 13:11;  Ephesians 1:1-6;  2:8-9; Isaiah 53:5-6; I Peter 2:24; II Peter 3:9.

We deny that human beings can save themselves through meritorious works, or by any other means, or that there is any other way of salvation than through Jesus Christ, who is the one and only way, the one and only truth and the one and only life.  We deny that justification is a continuing event which completes at glorification or that we cooperate with God in our justification.
The Church: We believe the body of Christ is a living spiritual organism composed of all regenerated believers in this present age. We believe in the local church, consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a credible profession of faith, and associated for worship, work, and fellowship. We believe in the autonomy and independence of the local church, although cooperation with other like-minded churches, evangelical associations, or organizations may prove beneficial.  We believe that God has entrusted the members of the local church with the primary task of giving the gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost world.  We believe in the priesthood of all believers.  We believe that qualified elders should lead the church with assistance from qualified deacons and deaconesses in practical matters. Matthew 28:17-20; Acts 2:41-47; I Corinthians 12:12-31, Eph 4:11-16; I Tim 3:1-13
Angels & Demons:  We believe in the reality and personality of angels.  We believe that God created an innumerable company of these sinless, spiritual beings who were to be His servants and messengers.  We believe in the existence and personality of Satan, a fallen angel, who led a great company of angels into rebellion against God.  He is the great enemy of God and man, and the demons are his agents in his unholy purposes.  He and his demons will one day be eternally punished in the lake of fire. Isaiah14:12-17; Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 148:2; Ezekiel 28:12-15; Matthew 25:41; Hebrews 1:14; Rev. 20:10.
We deny any view which elevates angels above Christ or seeks to give them honor and worship due to only God.
Christian Conduct: We believe that a Christian should live for the glory of God and the well-being of his fellow man; that his conduct should be blameless before the world; that he should be a faithful steward of his time, talent and treasure; and that he should seek to realize for himself and others, the full stature of maturity in Christ.  We believe that a Christian should not be conformed to this world or live in such a manner as to bring reproach upon his/her Lord and Savior. We believe in the liberty of conscience and thus we disavow a legalistic approach to the Christian life while also opposing unrestrained libertinism (anti-nominianism).  Romans 12:1-2; I Corinthians 2:14 to 3:3; Galatians 5:22-26; Ephesians 5:1-33. 
Ordinances: We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has entrusted two ordinances to the local church; baptism and the Lord's Supper. We believe that Christian baptism is the obedient immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Triune God - symbolizing the identification of the believer with the death, burial & resurrection of Christ.  We believe that the Lord's Supper was instituted by Christ as a memorial of His substitutionary and atoning death. to commemorate We believe that these two ordinances should be observed and administered until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. Acts 8:26-40; Romans 6:3-5; I Corinthians 11:17-34.

We deny any view which requires baptism for salvation or maintains that Christ Himself is present within or alongside of the elements.  
The Last Things: We affirm the personal, visible and premillennial return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth to bring the final consummation of God’s plan of salvation and establish His kingdom on earth. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final judgment, the eternal joy of the righteous, and the endless suffering of the wicked who reject Christ and his gospel.  We believe that the souls of the redeemed are, at death, absent from the body and present with the Lord, where they await the first resurrection when spirit, soul, and body are reunited to be glorified forever with the Lord. (Matthew 20:28; Luke 23:43; 2Cor 5:8; Phil 1:23; 3:21; John 14:3; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; Revelation 20:4-6; 11-15. 

We deny any naturalistic, cynical, dialectical, reincarnational or other unbiblical view of history, and any view that denies the personal, visible, bodily return of Jesus Christ at the end of the age.  We deny any view which purports a specific date of Christ’s return.
Controversial Issues

NOTE: I’m not convinced these need to or should be included in the doctrinal statement which is printed in the constitution (i.e. requirements for membership), however I do think they should be included in our general church publications and membership materials as they demonstrate that such issues are important and we do hold a position.
Sexuality/Roles: We affirm that God’s standard for sexual conduct set forth in the Bible is celibacy / abstinence for unmarried persons and faithfulness in marriage between husband and wife.  We believe God affirms the beauty and joy of sexual love in marriage (Song of Solomon).  We affirm that in the beginning God created them male and female; that each sex has unique and complementary roles which contribute to the benefit of society and the family.   We believe that men are to be leaders in their homes and leaders in the church since the church is a family of families.  
We deny any view that seeks to legitimize or any form of sexual conduct outside of marriage or minimize the seriousness of such sin.  We deny minimizing the unique roles that God has designed for men and women respectively.
Homosexuality: We affirm that homosexuality is a sin clearly prohibited and condemned in the Scripture.  It is a departure from God’s original design for human sexuality and love.  While we believe that some can have a greater propensity toward this behavior by early life experiences and generational sins, we do not believe that anyone is genetically born as a homosexual.  We believe that God loves homosexuals and offers them grace and mercy upon their repentance and willingness to trust and follow Christ. We believe that homosexuals can be delivered from their sinful lifestyle by the transformation that accompanies salvation and the growth that occurs in Christian discipleship.  
We deny any view which seeks to legitimize the homosexuality as acceptable lifestyle choice or approved by God.

Divorce & Re-marriage: It is clear in Scripture that God hates divorce and desires that the marriage relationship be permanent (Malachi 2:16; Matthew 19:6).  Divorce then, is an accommodation for the hard-heartedness of man.  We believe the Bible allows divorce in only two instances: adultery or abandonment by an unbelieving spouse- which would include prolonged abuse (Matthew 19:8-9, I Corinthians 7:15).  We believe these exceptions carry with them the right of remarriage- originally designed for the protection of the innocent party (Deuteronomy 24).  If an unbiblical divorce occurs both parties are to remain single and seek reconciliation.  If one party in an unbiblical divorce remarries, he/she commits adultery and at that point the other party is free to remarry since the original covenant is now broken.  If one marries a divorced person who did not divorce for biblical reasons, they commit adultery and cause the other person to commit adultery.  We believe that divorce does not automatically disqualify a person from serving in the church but in the case where there was failure, repentance and confession must be encouraged and pursued.  We believe that the grace of God extends to divorced people from the point of repentance backwards and those that have shown faithfulness and a commitment to the sanctity of marriage over a period of time could effectively serve again.  
Women in the Church: We affirm that women have many gifts to offer the body of Christ and are co-heirs of the grace of life and co-equal as image-bearers, yet God has ordained that men should be in leadership in the church as pastors/elders.  This distinction reflects His divine order in the church in the same way that it does in the home- the church being a family of families.  Women contribute significantly to the health of every church through mothering, mentoring, teaching, service, compassion and hospitality, however we believe it is God’s unique design and intention that men should occupy the roles of pastor, elder, overseer; roles that naturally assume a teaching office.  Thus, we believe men should occupy teaching roles where biblical truth is communicated with the expectation of a response of obedience when both men and women are present.  We believe that women can serve in the deaconess role as exhibited by Phoebe in Romans16:1 and the character instructions of I Timothy 3:11.  We also believe that this prohibition would not preclude women from teaching other women.  I Tim. 5:11-15
We deny any view that minimizes these role distinctions or attempts to change distort the clear understanding of Scripture using arguments from culture or history.
Abortion: We affirm the teaching of Psalm 139 which establishes God as the author of life and shows that He is intimately involved in the process of human development in the womb.  As a result, the act of abortion would recklessly impose upon God’s authority over life and death.  It would undermine His design in creating and sustaining human life and would unethically end a human life.  Abortion is a sin that can be repented of and forgiven.  It is my belief that the church must be more redemptive and proactive with this issue rather than being reactive and condemning. This proactive approach is exemplified in support for biblical based pregnancy care centers and post-abortion Christian counseling rather than just condemning the act of abortion in the public arena.
We deny any view that makes abortion an acceptable form of family planning.
Church Discipline: Church discipline and conflict resolution must be carried out according to the principles of Matthew 18- with the circle of knowledge widening as the issue remains unresolved or the individual remains unrepentant.  The goal of all discipline is the restoration of the erring brother or sister while also serving as deterrent to sin in the body.  In the case of persistent, unrepentant sin, the discipline process must sadly conclude with the removal of the individual from fellowship.  In all cases, the process must be handled carefully & judiciously by the elders so as to honor the Word, protect the purity of the church and respect the dignity of the individual(s) involved.   Titus 3:10 seems to suggest that those in the church involved in the sin of factiousness are committing a particularly grievous sin to the body and should be warned twice, and then removed from fellowship. 
Tongues & Miraculous Gifts: We believe that speaking in tongues and the working of sign miracles by individuals gradually declined as the New Testament Scriptures were completed, their authority upheld, and the early church became firmly established.  We reject any suggestion that the speaking of tongues is a sign of the baptism or filling of the Holy Spirit.  We reject the extremes and excesses often seen in the popularized Pentecostal movement, however, we believe that in God’s gracious dealings with man, it is never wise to constrain what He chooses to do or how He chooses to accomplish His divine purposes.  In light of this, we do believe that miracles and miraculous gifts have reappeared on occasion throughout church history, particular for the purposes of evangelism. These miraculous occurrences are not to be viewed “gifts” to sought by individuals, but have been worked entirely by God’s sovereign grace for His sovereign purposes.  Romans 8:9; 1Corinthians 12:4-11; 2 Corinthians 12:12; Ephesians 2:20; 4:7-12.

Creation: We believe in a literal interpretation of Scripture, which affirms the understanding that the opening chapters of Genesis present creation in six literal 24-hour days and a created earth that had the appearance of age.  We believe God spoke the universe into existence by His powerful word (ex nihilo) and that the universe is fully dependent upon Him for its continued existence and function.  We believe Adam and Eve were real persons and the account of the Fall in the Garden of Eden, a real historical event.  Genesis 1:31; Exodus 31:17; I Corinthians 15:45; I Timothy 2:13-14.
We deny that the universe was uncreated, or that it was created from the substance and being of God, or that it was created out of pre-existing material, or that it operates independent of God’s control.  We deny that Adam and Eve were mythical figures which represent a spiritual allegory.
Religious Liberty / Political Involvement: We affirm that every human being has direct relations with God, and is responsible to God in all matters of faith; that each church is independent and must be free from interference by any ecclesiastical or political authority.  While the church must never shirk from being a moral conscience in its sphere of influence, it must be recognized that true spiritual transformation in society cannot be accomplished through political action or legislation.  While laws may restrain evil, they can never make a person truly good.  Thus, the church should see the proclamation of the gospel which is the power of God for salvation, as the higher priority than supporting political causes which the church deems to be friendly toward the Christian community or in concurrence with biblical or Judeo-Christian values.  Philippians 2:15 indicates that believers are to shine as lights “in the midst of” a crooked and perverse generation.  Thus it should not surprise or disturb the church too greatly that the values of our culture are in opposition to the values found in the Word of God.  Jesus said that His kingdom “was not of this world”, suggesting that our efforts should be focused on bringing people into His eternal kingdom, rather than establishing His kingdom on the earth.
The Sabbath
